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A MOMENT WITH
MARGIE BALTER / PIANIST

You name it in the show-biz industry, and Margie Balter has done
it. She has acted on stage and screen, taught leading celebrities
how to play piano, and has now released her own solo piano CD,
"Music From My Heart."
Friday, Balter will return to Seattle, where she graduated from the
University of Washington, to release her CD at the downtown Seattle Borders at 5:30.
She'll perform her original music as well as tell some of her tales from working in
Hollywood.
On teaching movie stars how to play piano:

I moved to L.A. from Seattle and somehow started teaching Jane Fonda's two kids for
five years. After that, celebrities just started coming from everywhere. It was just weird.
Then I got to teach Holly Hunter how to play for her role in "The Piano," and Tom Cruise,
who had never studied an instrument in his life. He tried as hard as he could for five
weeks, and he was just fascinated by it.
On making her new CD:

This CD is really a life work of mine. This is the one that has been gestating for years.
The response to it has been unbelievable. It's outside the boundaries. It's classical, jazz,
new age, uplifting, emotional, cinematic and people love it. It lifts your mood, and that's
what music is supposed to do.
On growing up in the theater world:

My immediate family was not a show-biz family, but in my family there were people in
the industry. My grandmother was an incredible singer, and I had cousins nominated for
Academy Awards. I knew I wanted to be in music, theater, dance, everything. I had a
theater company in fourth grade, and I was really serious about it. I was very different
from other kids because I knew exactly what I wanted to do. I didn't know I was going to
be a musician, but I knew I wanted to be involved in the arts.
On becoming a Grammy voter:

Getting voted into the Grammys means I get to be a voter for life. I couldn't believe it. I
cried. I just felt like I'm finally with the right people. It's really cool.
On becoming a piano teacher:

Well, I had a little sister, so I would always come home from my lessons and try to teach
her what I learned. Teaching is really easy. It's just like giving. If you care about
somebody, then you want to help him or her learn. Before I get on the plane for Seattle I
have a lesson to give, and I taught 10 students yesterday. It's what I love to do.
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